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To support your Continued Professional Development and further enhance your learning journey as a teacher please complete the following as an aspect of Action Research directly linked to your NQT year.

This research should be no more than 1000 words in total and should be presented (using any preferred medium) during the NQT presentations scheduled for Monday 8th and 15th June.

You are required to submit your proposal (AIM) via e-mail to Rob Connelly and Jenny Allen by Thursday March 26th.

	Aim for a new idea
(i) how does this link to my end of assessment period 2 report? (ii) Where am I now and how do I know this? (iii) Is my aim measurable and what are the success criteria?(iv) What resources do I require?
The Aim for this proposal is to investigate the impact student voice can have on teaching and learning in Physical Education. Currently I try to improve my teaching using a variety of methods, ranging from assessment, to observations of colleagues. I am now at a stage where I feel I need to listen to the students more, and gain the opinion of those who actually experience my teaching. This research is based on the ‘Sport Education’ concept, which in itself is a student centred curriculum model, in which the students are responsible for the learning environment, and the role of the teacher is more of a facilitator.  I plan to undertake the research in the form of a questionnaire initially, giving the students a scale with which to grade their current learning experience. The questionnaire would also allow for students to express their own opinions, and offer suggestions on how their learning environment can be improved. From the results of the questionnaires, I plan to implement any changes that may have been suggested from the questionnaire, and deliver the unit of work again. 

I then plan to distribute another questionnaire, after I have implemented any changes that may have arisen from the meeting and see if the students respond well to it. I will know if I have succeeded if the students grade the learning environment as more productive in the second questionnaire. I will also hold a student voice panel, with students of ranging abilities discussing the changes, and whether they were effective or not. If this research resulted in a positive change in the learning environment, I would then feedback to the PE department, so that all teaching staff could consider adopting it into their practice.      




	Learn how to apply it 
(i) What research do I need to do in order to address my aims? (ii) Where will I obtain this information from? e.g. professional dialogue with mentor, observations, feedback, literature, questionnaires. (iii) Ethics when conducting research?
Research will be done in the form of a questionnaire to gauge the overall pupil opinion of the learning environment, but also for them to offer suggestions to improve the unit of work. Further research will be done in the form of a student panel which will be hand picked from the questionnaires. Ideally, the questionnaires would be anonymous, however in order for me to pick certain students to hold a student panel, I need to know who has suggested ideas in the questionnaires. It will be made very clear to the students that there is no right or wrong answer, and I am merely just trying to gauge opinion, so that they do not feel uneasy about coming forward with their opinions.



	Try to use it

(i) How are you going to capture where the class is at before implementation? (ii) How are you going to capture any impact that the new idea has on learners progress?
In order for me to get a true indication of the whole year group, it is vital that I get opinions from a range of abilities, from those who really enjoy PE, to those who find it more of a struggle. For that reason I will be surveying the whole year group, and hand picking a range of abilities and personalities for the student panel. I would also like to incorporate a range of students in terms of their behaviour, and see how the Sport Education unit has impacted on their performance, and I would be very interested to hear any ideas they may come up with.



	Evidence the impact

(i) What comparisons can be made to the initial aims? (ii) How can I make these comparisons? e.g. am I using the same research method? (iii) What impact has the research had on the initial aims?

The feedback from the pupils was excellent, with a number of interesting ideas being suggested, many of which were implemented into the unit of work. One of the major changes was to introduce two new roles, and dispensing with two that they felt didn’t work particularly well. Suggestions were also raised regarding the scoring system used, and how it can be done more efficiently. Further to this, the pupils also suggested an individual competition to work alongside the team competition, where we record the number of goals each person has scored, and award the top goal scorer at the end of the competition.  
After completing the first questionnaire the students had graded their learning experience as 7.3 out of 10. Results from the second questionnaire, after changes had been implemented, suggested a marked improvement in their perception of the unit, as it was graded as 8.1 out of 10. From these results, I selected 7 pupils to take part in a student voice panel, to discuss the results in more detail, and also give the students a chance to put their views forward. The 2nd questionnaire itself didn’t give me many ideas, so the student voice panel was a very useful forum for me to put questions to the pupils. The panel suggested introducing a referee’s award at the end of the competition, to try and raise the standard of refereeing, as well as ideas like introducing a transfer window, altering the start of the lessons to maximise PE time, and trying out the concept in a new sport.



	Reflect on the process

(i) What were my perceived outcomes? (ii) What were the actual outcomes? (iii) How will this develop my practice? (iv) What impact could this have on the learning process? (v)  How will I disseminate this information at the NQT presentations?

Initially I was a little bit sceptical of the value of this research, but in hindsight I have found it extremely useful. The student’s response was very insightful and well thought out, offering suggestions that had not been thought of by the teaching staff. One student suggested that the reason the refereeing was a problem was because they had not received any training. His suggestion was that we run a referee’s training course at the start of the unit, which the panel agreed should be implemented next year. I will now take these outcomes and discuss them within my department as we look to plan next years unit of work, and I am confident many of these suggestions will be implemented into next years scheme of work. I also believe it is important the students are made aware that any changes made are a result of their suggestions, as this will help them to recognise they have ownership of their lesson. This should maximise motivation and commitment to the lesson, as they have played a big role in how it is organised and delivered. I believe this has been a valuable piece of research, and is one I am keen to continue with every year. It is also worth considering student voice in other year groups, as they may also have a number of suggestions to improve their learning experience in PE.



To receive Training School Accreditation, as a minimum requirement, ensure you address all of the above points for consideration.

	Subject Mentor comments: 

(i) Has this piece of Action Research addressed the points for consideration / development as outlined in the end of Assessment Period 2 NQT report? If so, how? (ii) What impact could this have on the learning process? (iii) How will this research support the development of the NQT in line with the Core Standards?
            research was well planned and extremely relevant to the discussions within the department about how we implement our aims and objectives particularly in KS4. His research using questionnaires and student panels has shed some interesting light on our ‘Sport Education’ model and how things can be improved in the future by seeking the views of the students. This research has given           the opportunity to get useful feedback on the lesson content and teaching methods implemented.  It would be brilliant if           could roll out these ideas in KS3.  









Notre Dame Training School

