5 Plenary: Merits of using ICT to control events

Ask pupils:

· How do the traffic lights ‘know’ the set of instructions they are supposed to be carrying out? 

They don’t ‘know’ – they are responding automatically to the instructions they are receiving.

· Who told the traffic lights what to do?

The people who designed the set of instructions that the traffic lights are following – the programmers.

· Who is able to change the instructions?

The people who are responsible for the traffic flow on roads, usually the town or borough council, can ask the programmers to change the instructions.

· What happens if the traffic light system breaks down?

A manual alternative could include people operating stop/go signs, as happens at roadworks. This would be safe but may cause queues.

Draw out answers that reflect the significance and merits of using ICT to automate repeated processes.

Round off the lesson by reminding pupils that in this lesson they have written instructions to control the traffic lights. They have learned that it is important to make the instructions clear and precise. 

Point out the key vocabulary chart, stressing the words that are new to pupils. Explain that you will add more words to the chart in later lessons.
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